Unto His Grace the Duke of 4rgile Her Majeſty's 


High Commiſſioner,and the Right Honourable 
the Eſtates of Parliament. 


PETITION 


Fohn Gorſs Writer in Edinburgh. 

7 Hambly Shemtth, _” | 

Hat the deceaſt Andrew Martine Writer in Edinburgh, from the great 
T reſpe& he bore to his Native Country, and particularly for Pre« 

ſervation of the Ancient Records thereof, having in the year of - 

[ GOD 1650 ( at which time the had the care of the Records of the privy 
Seal) abſconded himſelf with them in the Highlands of this Kingdom, 

where he preſerved them from the Enemy, with a great deal of Expenſes 

and Fatigue, there being npwards of xoo large Folios, and that for the 


{ſpace ot Ten years atleaſt, to the hazard of his Life, and irrecoverable ruin 


of his Family : And the faids Books being ſome time ago fallen in your 
Petitioners hand thorow the Neath of the id 4Judrew Martin, and of his 


Son, whom your Petitioner was neceſitat to ſupply, in advancing conſj- 
derable Sums to him on the Faith of theſe Books ; and conceiving they may 
be of publick Uſe; eſpecially ſeing they contain the Records of Charters, 
Precepts, Gifts of Teinds, Preſentations to Kirks and Benefices in the ſeve- 
ral Provoſtries, Priories and Prebendries, from the Year of GOD 1499, to 
to the Year of GOD 1650, together with their Minut Books, during all 
that time, exaQly correſponding ; as alſo a Record containing the Taxati- 
on upon the Clergy of Scorlazd tor ſending their Delegats to the Council of 
Trent, and other old Taxations. Your Petitioner alſo humbly conceives, 
' that theſe Records are of the more Uſe and Value ; becaule the Records of 
the Chancery, and other Records ſuffered much when they were tranſpor- 


ted to England, and much more by the Misfortune that befel them at Sea 
in their return. 


© 


p 


May it therefore pleaſe your Grace and Lordſhips, to order the 

foreſaids Records to be put into paublick Cuſtody, and to ap- 

| | point your Petitioner For 4 Reward for the Expenſes and great 
| | Pains that has been beſtowed in preſerving theſe Records, 4s 


your Grace and Lordſhips in your great Goodneſs and Boant 
ſhall think fit. | 4 


And your Petitioner ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


